
Really, Rightly Angry 

Numbers 25v6-13 

1. Why was Phinehas 

really, rightly angry? 

(v6-8, 11, 13) 

 

 

 

 

2. What things should 

make us really, 

rightly angry? 

 

 

 

 

3. How did Phinehas 

atone for sin? (v8, 

11,13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does Jesus 

atone for our sin? 

 

 

Suggestions for prayer: 

Thank You – it is such good news that God hates all sin but also 

can forgive any sin! 

Sorry – for when we sin ourselves, or are not bothered by sin. 

Please – help us to be angry at sin like Jesus is, and to trust 

Jesus to atone for our own sin. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



Notes to help the grown-ups 

Here are some notes to go with the first page of the activities.  The aim of the questions is to see if the 

children have followed what was said if they understand what they mean.  Please do encourage them to 

have a Bible open in front of them as they try to answer the questions.  Don’t worry if the children only 

manage to answer some of the questions.  They are designed to help prompt further conversations 

about things they’ve heard today.  

1. Why was Phinehas really, rightly angry? (v6-8, 11, 13) 

It’s a surprising narrative, especially as God approves of Phinehas’ actions! In short, Phinehas is really, 

rightly angry at Zimri, the Israelite man’s sin: 

- Zimri’s action itself is the cause of Phinehas’ anger. Consistently God had reminded the 

Israelites to stay separate from the surrounding nations, or they would end up worshipping the 

gods of the other nations. The Israelites & Zimri particularly have blatantly disobeyed God in 

getting as close to the other nations as you could possibly! (You might find it helpful to talk 

about what Zimri did in the terms of making this woman “a special friend” / “his best friend”.)  

- God’s explanation in v.10-13 helps understand what Phinehas was thinking. He is commended 

for being zealous – i.e. he was so enraged that someone would be so disobedient and 

dishonouring to God.  

o You could illustrate Phinehas’ desire for God’s honour further by asking your children: 

▪ how they’d feel about people offending/insulting the things they love the most; 

▪ how a figure of authority (teacher/parent/policeman etc) would feel if we 

completely defied and disobeyed them.  

2. What things should make us really, rightly angry? 

There are all sorts of things you could discuss here. Be sure to help children distinguish between what 

makes them wrongly angry (like Mr Grumpy who only gets grumpy about things that affect him) and 

what should make them rightly angry (things that dishonour God and hurt others). 

- Consider different realms of life: across the whole world; in school; in church; in our own lives.  

3. How did Phinehas atone for sin? (v8, 11, 13) 

Remember that “to atone for sin” means “to pay the price to turn away God’s anger” that is due to sin. 

Phinehas did what God said (in v5) and punished the sinner, turning God’s anger away. Romans 6:23 

reminds us of this principle today – “the wages of sin is death…” 

Note that Phinehas is enacting God’s judgement on sin here – and we are not to take this kind of action 

into our own hands!  For the following two reasons:  

(1) Romans 12:19 says “Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it 

is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”  

(2) The role that Phineas had we don’t have.  He was a priest for Israel.  He had specific 

responsibility for making atonement.  Sure enough his method was exceptional here, but it 

seems that his priestly role was significant.  You and I are not priests like Phineas was.  Instead 

the Lord Jesus is our priest. He has made atonement, above all by offering himself as the 

sacrifice for sin.  



 

 

4. How does Jesus atone for our sin? 

Jesus’ death on the cross is the way that the price of our sin is paid, and God’s anger is turned away 

from us. What is different about Jesus is that he never sinned, yet is punished instead of sinners, so that 

our sins can be forgiven. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 underlines this point: “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 

we might become the righteousness of God.” 


